
Continued on the other side… 

Acts 2:12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,  

"What Does This Mean?" 
 

Response Questions for, “A Request of Two Brothers,” (Mark 10:32-45 [Gospel Parallels – 
Matthew 20:17-28; Luke 18:31-33 {Luke does not contain the request of James and John}]) 

 
Basic Ideas from Mark 10:32-45. 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the life changing power of the cross. 
2. The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose Jesus and His cross over our own way. 
3. The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of the cross in the rejecting of our own ways. 

 
Basic Questions from Mark 10:32-45. 
 

Mark 10:32-34 
1. What caused His disciples to be amazed and fearful?  Was it what He just said or the resolve in 

which He was heading toward Jerusalem? 
2. Notice the enduring patience of our Lord in seeking to help His disciples understand. 
3. What was primary on the mind of Jesus?  Might this help us understand all of Scripture? 
4. Notice again Mark 8:22-9:1; 9:30-32 and now verses 32-34.  Can you feel the weight of what is 

happening and how this colored everything that transpired? 
5. What might you think and feel if you were a disciple of Jesus at this time? 
6. Do you think they comprehended the magnitude of what was about to happen? 
 
Mark 10:35-45 
7. Think about how insensitive and ridiculous the question was from James and John.  What words 

might we use to describe their question in light of the context?  Have you ever done this? 
8. What were they asking for? 
9. How is their question answered in Mark 9:33-50?  How are these two ideas similar and how are 

they different? 
10. Why are we so consumed with personal advantage and greatness?  Why is the role of a servant so 

different than what we want?  How does this relate to any or all relationships we are in? 
11. Their request was basically, “Go big or go home!” (v. 37) 
12. Notice what Jesus ties their question back to.  Notice their response.  It is marked by arrogance and 

proud self-assurance.   
13. Jesus assures them that they will suffer because of the cross.  Do you think they understood the 

depth of what they were about to encounter? 
14. When I read verse 40, I am struck by the humility of our Lord’s response.  Notice how the ten 

respond.  Why do you think they were indignant?  Were they offended for our Lord or because 
they wanted what James and John were asking for? 

15. Notice again the patient response of our Lord in verses 42-45. 
16. How does verse 44 tie into 10:31 and 9:35?  Are they related or different?  Can they be connected? 
17. What does this “slavery” look like at work, in the home as spouse and parent?  What might this 

look like in the local church and within the larger body of Christ (9:33-50)? 
18. Who provides for the Christian the consummate example of this truth? 
19. Does the Bible ever speak in a cultural or historical vacuum?  Does it speak in a moral or religious 

vacuum?  How does His answer correspond to the Hebrew Scripture? 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

20. Why do you think Mark dropped this passage in his narrative? 
21. How does this passage relate to the overall flow of Mark’s story? 
22. What part does this paragraph have to the storyline of the Bible? 
 
Personal Questions 
 
1. What does this passage mean to you? 
2. What might this passage cause you to rethink? 
3. When you consider this passage and the application of it in your own life, what decisions might it 

force you to make? 

 
The Basic Application from Mark 10:32-45. 
 

1. Have you met Jesus at the cross? 
2. Have you prayed and lived the opposite of the disciples’ prayer?  Have you made 

everything about you? 
3. Right now the Holy Spirit is calling out to you.  How will you respond?  It is time to give 

up and to give in to God.  Let us do so today. 
 


